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WHEREAS, Black History Month is an accepted national event celebrating the contributions of African American people in their struggles for freedom and equality, and their part in the development of our Nation’s history; and 

WHEREAS, Black History Month began in 1926, as part of an initiative by historian and author Carter G. Woodson, who launched Negro History Week during the month of February so that it would always occur in the second week of February between the birthdays of Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln.  Since that time, Negro History Week has been expanded to encompass the entire month of February, and has also undergone a change in terminology; and 

WHEREAS, since 1976, every American president has proclaimed February as Black History Month.  Today, other countries such as Canada and the United Kingdom also devote an entire month to celebrating black history; and 

WHEREAS, this year’s theme “A Century of Black Life, History, and Culture”, chronicles the important contributions by African Americans to art, literature, sports and pop culture; and 

WHEREAS, in the early 20th century, the rise of a totally new form of music – jazz – can be traced back to African Americans of the post-World War I generation.  This was closely followed by the Harlem Renaissance that introduced the voices of African American writers and artists to the national conversation; and 

WHEREAS, by the 1960’s, the African American museum movement saw the opening of nationwide centers exhibiting the advances made by African Americans in art, history and science, culminating in the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History and Culture; and 

WHEREAS, doo wop, rock n’ roll, and hip hop can all trace their roots to the African American experience.  Legendary sports figures, as well as artists, musicians, actors and actresses also have undeniably contributed to American culture as their influence continues to spread worldwide;

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Marco A. Salvino, Sr., Mayor of the City of Dania Beach, Florida, do hereby proclaim the month of February, 2015 as:
BLACK HISTORY MONTH
in the City of Dania Beach, and encourage all citizens of Dania Beach to join in learning about and celebrating the contributions African Americans have made to the world, to our country, and to our community.
ATTEST:

LOUISE STILSON, CMC
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